[Chronic diarrhea: therapy with antibiotics].
Chronic diarrhoea in developed countries is most frequently caused by organic or functional disorders. Infectious agents are infrequently involved, and antibiotic chemotherapy should therefore generally rest on a microbiological diagnosis. However, there may be a role for empirical antibiotic treatment in well defined circumstances such as persistent traveller's diarrhoea or suspected small intestinal bacterial overgrowth.